
Step-by-step instructions: 
 

1. In preparation for the lesson, collect data on each student’s reading comprehension using a 

reading assessment. 

 

2. Then discuss the results with each student individually and obtain a written commitment from 

each student to learn ASK-IT. 

 

3. Help students develop goals for using the strategy. Identify specific dates for completing 

phases of the training. 

 

4. Describe the strategy in detail (noting to think of ASK-IT as a self-questioning strategy where 

each student creates questions in their mind about the text, predicts the answers to those 

questions, and then looks for the answers as they read the text). 

 

 Identify the general situations where the strategy can be used (i.e. with expository 

text/passages), the benefits each student can expect from learning and utilizing the 

strategy (improving reading comprehension), and the guidelines, cautions, or 

exceptions for using the strategy. (Note when using ASK-IT that each student needs 

to act as a detective searching for clues that guide them toward fully understanding an 

author’s message. 

 

5.  Create a slide and poster with the following mnemonic: 

 

 
 

6. While displaying the slide, tell students that ASK-IT is acronym mnemonic.  

 

7. Ask the students if they have learned about acronym mnemonics. 

 

8. Note that an acronym mnemonic is a word created with letters used to represent lists of 

information or a sequence of steps. 

 

9. Introduce and describe each step of ASK-IT. 

 

10. Note that “A” stands for “attend to the clues as you read.”  

 

 During this first step, define that a “clue” is a guide that helps you answer a question 

about the text.  



 Emphasize that each student must read the text like a detective with curiosity trying to 

find the clues and piece them together.  

 Note that clues are often found in bold-face words, italicized words, or words in the first 

sentence of the paragraph or passage.  

 Model finding clues in the first 3 sentences as shown below. 

 

11. Note that “S” stands for “say some questions.”  

 

 Review with each student the seven types of questions beginning with who, what, when, 

where, why, which, or how.  

 

          1) Note the “who” question is asked when you are curious about a person.  

          2) Note the “what” question is asked when you are curious about a thing.  

          3) Note the “where” question is asked when you are curious about a place.  

          4) Note the “when” question is asked when you are curious about a time.  

          5) Note the “why” question is asked when you are curious about the reason or  

   cause for something. Note the “which” question is asked when there is a choice  

   and you are curious about which one will occur.  

          6) Note the “how” question asked when you are curious how something is going to  

  be accomplished or how someone is going to get something accomplished. 

 

 Note that a symbol is assigned to each type of question which the students are to use as 

they read to help them stay organized and actively think about what they are reading. The 

symbols follow: 

 

 
 

 Model stating all six types of questions and mark with the appropriate symbols as shown 

below. 

 

12. Note that “K” stands for “keep predictions in mind.”  

 

 Define the meaning of “prediction” as an “educated guess” made in advance about what 

will occur.  



 Note “keep predictions in mind” means you make educated guesses to your questions 

about the paragraph or passage.  

 Model stating predictions with a paragraph, passage, or stanza as shown below. 

 

13. Note that “I” stands for “identify the answers.” Note that a student must keep their questions  

and predictions in mind while reading more of the paragraph or passage to find the answers. 

 

14. Note that “T” stands for “talk about the answers.” Note that a student must talk about the 

answers to help the student retain the information. Model identifying and talking about the 

answers as described below. 

 

 Pass out copies of ASK-IT, index cards, glue sticks, and tape. 

 Direct students to glue a copy of ASK-IT on to an index card with a glue stick and then 

tape the index card to her or his desk or in his or her English journal. 

 While talking aloud with ASK-IT slide projected on whiteboard by computer, model for 

students how they are to follow ASK-IT using a stanza from one of the poems to be 

studied, such as from Langston Hughes’s Mother to Son. See the Support Materials 

section for an example. 

 Then with you guiding them to think aloud, have the students model using ASK-IT to 

increase their reading comprehension. 

 Then have the students rehearse the strategy with a partner or in a small group you assign 

stating what are the purpose and process of the strategy as well as describe each step for 

the same passage. 

 Provide feedback and suggestions to students individually. 

 Have students do this with up to five passages at their reading levels until you know each 

student is applying ASK-IT correctly. 

 Then have the student do this with up to five passages at the grade level of the course 

(e.g., poetry from the Harlem Renaissance), and continue to provide guided feedback and 

suggestions after each passage is practiced.  

 Give same reading assessment given prior to introduction of ASK-IT in order to collect 

data on each student’s reading comprehension after students learned and used ASK-IT. 

 Assist students in generalizing the use of ASK-IT by first leading a discussion with the 

students to identify and plan to use the strategy in other settings, second having the 

students try ASK-IT in other settings and report back to class, and plan to have students 

use ASK-IT at other times during class. 

 


